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Melody Maniex, a wiles) major, takes her shat portrait by Kyle Robinson, a Studio 94 photographer at the 2017 Grad Fair. 


PUT A CAP ON IT 


raduation is just around the corner and the 2017 Grad Fair is helping 


CSULB students get ready to walk. The fair is helpful to students gradu- 


ating in the spring by answering questions, offering job searching tech- 


niques and providing information on graduate schools. It gives students the oppor- 


tunity to have all their graduation questions answered, sign up to walk and order 


their caps and gowns. Students also have the chance to make custom sashes, order 


class rings and diploma frames. The fair is being held at the University Bookstore 


Tuesday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


ASI 


Back on 


the ballot 


ASI Senate resolution calls 
for students to vote for student 
fee allocation. 


"Corrections: 


Staff Writer 


By James Chow 


Associated Students, Inc. Senate approved the 
second reading of a senate resolution that would 
shed light on what students are paying for under 
the Student Excellence Fee during their meeting 
last week. 

The resolution, formally called the Resolution 
to Reevaluate the Beach Pride Referendum, would 
put said referendum back on the ballot for students 


to vote on where they want their fees to go. 
“TWe want to know] if [students] still support us- 


- ing student fee dollars for the purposes outlined in 


the ballot, or if they would like us to use the fund- 
ing for different purposes,” said ASI Vice President 
Logan Vournas, who introduced the resolution. 

The Beach Pride Referendum was originally in- 
troduced in the spring semester of 2000. The refer- 
endum increased student fees by $21 per semester, 
which ASI government distributed toward athletic 
programming and scholarships, varsity band and 
cheer and dance team. 


CRIME 


Grand 


Theft 
Marsupial 


Priceless specimens 
pilfered from Hall of 
Science display. — 


By Adam R. Thomas 
Staff Writer 


Several preserved marsupial specimens of 
potentially immeasurable value were stolen 
from a basement display case in the Cal State 
Long Beach Hall of Science. 

The theft was discovered by Hall of Sci- 
ence employees on Feb. 27, though the actual 
crime may have occurred over the weekend 
of Feb. 25-26. 

According to assistant professor of biology 
Ted Stankowich, the stolen specimens were a 
mix of skulls, skins and bone molds of sev- 
eral rare marsupial species used for research 
and teaching purposes. 

The stolen molds were recently purchased 
and valued at around $800, but the rest of the 
stolen items were difficult to appraise due to 
their rarity. 

“(The specimens] are valuable because 
they're really hard to replace,’ Stankowich 
said. “These things don't live around here. 
There were some things [stolen] that I don't 
know how we'll get ancther one. A lot of 
stuff, we have samples of the same animal, 
or same family, but any time you lose these 
things, it’s hard” 

The specimens had been put into the glass 
display case across from the Hall of Science's 
basement elevator a week prior to the theft. 
According to Stankowich and Suellen Jacob, 
the Vertebrate Collections Specialist who 


see THEFT, page 3 


Students voted in favor of the increase, and the 
Beach Pride Referendum was approved by then- 
CSULB President Robert Maxson. 

Currently, the student funds are being allocated 
toward the athletics department. 

Other potential areas for the allocation of stu- 
dent funds include the cultural resource centers or 
more scholarships for different majors. 

Once the fee was initiated in 2000, ASI adopted 
the Beach Pride Funding Agreement with the Ath- 


see FEES, page 2 


* The article “Pixel paradise” that ran on March 6 stated that BeachCon was hosted by the CSULB Esports Association, when in fact itis co-hosted with Housing and Residential Life, which provided the venue and tech staff 
+ In the March 2 issue of the Daily 49er, in the article titled, “Senate session puts — first,” ea Vournas introduced the Beach Pride Referendum resolution. 


2 NEWS 


PROTEST ~ 


Step away 


for the day 


International Women’s 
Day calls for a 24-hour 
labor strike. 


By Isabel Ramos 
Staff Writer 


The day meant to celebrate women 
will also go without them. 

March 8 is International Women's 
Day and is also the set day for the “A 
Day Without a Woman” strike. 

“[We recognize] the enormous value 
that women of all backgrounds add to 
our socio-economic system —while 
receiving lower wages and experienc- 
ing greater inequities, vulnerability to 
discrimination, sexual harassment and 
job insecurity? the website for the event 
said. 

The Women's March organizers set 
up the “Day Without a Woman” protest 
as another way for people across the na- 
tion to unite in solidarity for women’s 


rights and against, the’White House pol- 
icies and legislation that might threaten 
them, according to the website. 

The goal is for women to take the day 
off all work — whether they get paid or 
not. 

Organizers say anyone can partic- 
ipate, not just women. For those who 
cannot afford to take the day off, there 
are other ways to show support for the 
cause. 

One suggested way is to not go shop- 
ping, but if absolutely necessary, then 
it is suggested to shop at a woman or 
minority-owned businesses. 

Another way to participate is to wear 
the color red. 

According to a post on their Insta- 
gram, the Women’s March organizers 
chose red because it ‘represents “tevo- 
lutionary love, pioneering spirit, lead- 
ership, ambition and many more [traits 
of the protest].” 

Even some Cal State Long Beach 
students plan on participating any way 
they can. 

“Tf I find something red to wear I 


will? said Oyuki Hernandez, a senior 
communications and journalism dou- 
ble major. 

“T like being an active member in 
what I care about and I think it’s im- 
portant for men to see how important 
and vital [women] are.” 

The Women’s March organization- 
al committee was inspired to do this 
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event by the wide array of protests that 


ensued after President Donald Trump . 


took office - specifically, a Yeme- 
ni-American bodega-owner strike. 
Another inspiration came from the 
#grabyourwallet campaign, which asks 
people te, boycott any stores or compa- 
nies affiliated with the Trump family. 
“When millions of us stood together 


Yasmin Cortez | Daily 49er 
Thousands of men and: women gathered in Los Angeles following President Donald Trump’s inauguration to march 
in solidarity at the Women’s March Jan. 21. 


in January, we saw clearly that our army 
of love greatly outnumbers that of fear, 
greed and hatred,’ the website says. 
“Let's raise our voices together again, 
to say that women’s rights are human 
rights, regardless of a woman's race, 
ethnicity, religion, immigration status, 
sexual identity, gender expression, eco- 


‘ nomic status, age or disability.” 


HOUSING 


Long Beach councilwoman 
supports changes to Mello Act 


Councilwoman says that 
strengthening the act 
can help fund affordable 
housing. 


By Carlos Villicana 
Staff Writer 


In the face of soaring rent fees and a short- 
agé of homes that leaves many on the streets, 
Long Beach Councilwoman Jeannine Pearce 
has supported strengthening the Mello Act in 
order to help provide more affordable housing. 

Pearce, who oversees District 2 in Long 
Beach, said at a City Council meeting on Feb. 
21 that the city needs to identify a funding 
source for affordable housing production, 
which the Mello Act can help do. District 2 in- 
cludes a significant portion of the coastal zone 
in Long Beach, which stretches from the Pike 
to the San Gabriel River and as far into the city 
as the Colorado Lagoon. : 

The Mello Act, also known as section 65590 
of the California Government Code, seeks to 
preserve and increase affordable housing in 
California’s coastal zone, which consists of 
land that is 1,000 yards from the sea’s main 
high tide line and includes seaward areas until 
the state’s outer limit of jurisdiction. Though 
Cal State Long Beach is not within the coastal 
zone, many housing units seaward from cam- 
pus are. 

“A critical part of addressing our city’s 


housing crisis is not only producing more.af- 
fordable units, but preserving the affordability 
of our current ones,’ Pearce said. 

Pearce said that preserving and developing 
housing units should not cost the displace- 
ment of residents. 

She supports strengthening the act by in- 
creasing the in-lieu fee, a fee used to pay for 
public services in the development that de- 
velopers pay for one-for-one housing replace- 
ment, the act of providing a housing unit per 
new development, is a way to do this. In order 
to accurately reflect the cost of building af- 
fordable housing units and meet affordability 


needs, Pearce said that the in-lieu fee should — 


be increased from $30,000 per unit to the 
range of $250,000 to $450,000 per unit. 

In order to preserve affordable housing, 
units occupied by people whose income does 
not exceed 120 percent of the area median 
income will not be authorized for conversion 
or demolition. The act also classifies units as 
occupied if they were lived in within a year of 
application for conversion or demolition. De- 
velopers would have to create new affordable 
housing developments within the same city 
or county, either in the coastal zone or within 
three miles of it, in order to receive conversion 
or demolition permits. 

The act's requirements apply to any housing 
developments within local coastal programs, 
planning tools used for guiding coastal zone 
development. It states that housing units must 
be useable within three years of when work on 
the new development began. 


“We have a shortage of affordable housing” 
Housing Long Beach Executive Director Josh 
Butler said. “We have not built to meet the 
need.” 

Butler stated that residents on affordable 
housing waitlists may take up to five years to 
find a unit because there are not enough al- 
ready available. 

Evictions done to avoid providing replace- 
ment housing can let a local government deny 
a permit to convert or demolish a building. An 
eviction made within a year prior to the ap- 
plication for conversion or demolition may be 
presumed to have been made for this reason. 
It then becomes the developer's responsibility 
to provide evidence that this was not the case. 


Pearce said that both preservation and pro- — 


duction need to be talked about together, stat- 


ing that the average affordable unit takes about 


four years to construct and residents cannot 
wait that long to be housed. She said that by 
strengthening the Mello Act, affordable hous- 
ing production and the preservation of afford- 
ability in Long Beach coastal neighborhoods 
can both be encouraged and funded. 

Butler stated that he believes inclusionary 
housing can help increase the number of af- 
fordable units built as it comes with its own 
in-lieu fee that developers must pay, but said 
that he believes Housing Long Beach would 
support Pearce’s effort. 

“We should be identifying city owned prop- 
erty in the coastal zone,’ Butler said. “I think 
we should be looking for housing and liveli- 
hood for folks'in all parts of the city” 


FEES 


continued from page | 


letics Department to clarify which entity: would 
fund certain parts of athletics. Under the agree- 
ment, ASI allocated funding toward Athletic 
Scholarships, campus spirit programs, recreational 
sports and fee waivers, while the Athletic Depart- 
ment funded all 49er sports teams. 

The agreement was passed to cover July 1, 2000 
to June 30, 2004. It was subsequently signed two 
more times by former campus presidents Maxson 
and E King Alexander from 2004 to 2007 and 2007 
to 2011, respectively. 

In the fall semester of 2008, the Beach Legacy 
Referendum, a separate proposal that would estab- 
lish a Beach Legacy Fund toward student services 
and maintenance of athletic programs, was intro- 
duced. The referendum called for another student 
fee of $95 per semester and $70 in the summer. 

The Beach Legacy Referendum did not receive a 
majority student support and did not pass. 

But,‘in 2011, Alexander approved Beach Lega- 
cy under a different name — the Student Excellence 
Fee. This continued ASI’s distribution of funding 
toward athletics with a reduction of $500,000. The 
Beach Pride Funding Agreement also expired in 
the same year. 

ASI continued portioning the student fees under 
the Beach Pride fund for the 2013-14 fiscal year, but 
in 2014-15, the allocations were included as part of 
the general fund. 

Vournas said in a Senate meeting last month 
that ASI wants to bring the referendum back to the 
student body through a ballot or the Student Fee 
Advisory Committee to ensure a still want their 
fees to go toward athletics. 

“We want to give each student the ability to have 
their voice heard,” Vournas said. 

ASI will vote on the third and final reading of the 
document Wednesday. 
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CRIME BLOTTER 


NEWS 3 


Interrupted car theft, fight and vandalism 


By Adam R. Thomas 
Staff Writer 


Woman vandalizes car repeatedly 
in parking lot rage 

A female suspect was reported as 
writing “Fuck You,’ several times on a 
silver Honda CRV located in Parking 
Lot 1 on Wednesday night. The mes- 
sage was written in red lipstick on the 
windshield and scratched into the hood 
of the car. A phallic image and another 
message reading, “I’m nice to elderly,” 
were also written onto the car. 

According to the police report, the 
owner of the vehicle claimed that the 
woman, “may have been pissed that 
[the vehicles owner] had taken her 
parking spot.’ 


Reported assault in ongoing dis- 
pute between college employees 

The University Police Department 
received an assault and battery call from 
the College of Business Administration 
offices on Thursday. After investigation 
of the incident, officers with the UPD 
state that this assault occurred between 
two college employees working out of 
the office of the CBA. 

One of the employees had grabbed 
the other while saying that they want- 
ed to show the second office employ- 
ee something, according to the UPD 
report from officers on the scene. The 
reported assault did not seem to be re- 
flective of an overtly violent action “like 
a punch or strike,” according to Lieu- 
tenant Richard Goodwin of the UPD. 

“What this turns out to be is an on- 
going dispute between two employees 
that apparently had been going on for 
quite a while” Goodwin said. “We're 
taking statements. We are investigating 
it. It will probably go to the office of the 
Ombudsman so they can get a resolu- 
tion between these two employees.” 


Anti-gay graffiti in dance center 
restroom 

Graffiti reading, “Gay is not the 
way,’ was found in the gender neutral 
bathroom in the dance center Thurs- 


* 


day morning. The vandalism was 
shown to campus police, who notified 
janitorial services to promptly clean 
the wall. 

This makes for the fourth incident of 
bathroom graffiti targeted at minority 
groups since the start of the semester. 

“Unfortunately, we have more of 
these,” Goodwin said. “This seems to be 
the current trend because I don't recall 
seeing this many [incidents of vandal- 
ism] in years. The presumption on my 
part is that these individuals are mak- 
ing statements in regard to the political 
atmosphere going on right now.’ 


Bikes stolen from Parkside, Liberal 
Arts building 

A blue Mongoose mountain bike 
secured with a chain and key lock was 
reported stolen to the University Police 
station Monday morning. The theft oc- 
curred sometime between Sunday and 


shortly after midnight on Monday at - 


the bike racks near the Q building in 
the Parkside College dorms. 

A teal Huffy Regatta cruising bike 
was reported stolen from the Parkside 
commons Wednesday afternoon. The 
bike had been locked with a cable lock 
at the racks near building M. A third 
bike with a bright yellow frame and 
blue tires was reported stolen from the 
racks at Liberal Arts 4 on Feb. 28. 

Goodwin cautioned bicycle owners 


Ge 


[She] may have been 
pissed that I had taken her 
parking spot. 


-Owner of the car vandalized with 
expletives in Parking Lot I 


99 


on campus to invest in a U-Lock, as 
cable and chain locks can be cut more 
easily and quickly. 


Backpacks Stolen at Parkside Din- 
ing Hall 

Two backpacks that had been stowed 
near or in lockers in the Parkside din- 
ing hall have been reported stolen. The 
first incident occurred Monday be- 
tween and 1 and 2 p.m., and the second 
incident was reported just after noon 
on Tuesday. 


’ “Honestly, it’s been awhile since — 


we've had backpack thefts? Goodwin 
said. “Basically, the rule of thumb is 
don't leave your stuff unattended.” 


Bike tires stolen from Parkside, left 
behind when police arrive on scene 

A male suspect wearing a black hood- 
ie and black pants was caught in the act 


of removing a tire off of a bike near the 


Illustration by Miranda Andrade-Ceja 


Q and G buildings at Parkside College 
around 3 a.m. on Friday. After the inci- 
dent was reported to police, the suspect 
fled the scene, leaving behind the tire. - 

A second tire that had been removed 
from another bike was also found north 
of the L building at Parkside. Both tires 
were recovered by police and taken to 
the UPD station. 

“The assumption I would make is 
that [the suspect] was probably after 


the whole bike,” Goodwin said. “They — 


may have realized in the process that 
they were being observed, so they 
dumped the wheel to make good their 
escape. I do know that when people 
don’t secure their bike properly and 
they just secure a wheel, a bad guy can 
come along and take a bike without 
a wheel and goes along to get anoth- 
er wheel. It may be the case that they 
stole another bike somewhere and 
they wanted a wheel.” 


Fight breaks out over misunder- 
standing in parking structure 

A scuffle between two men oc- 
curred in Parking Structure 2. near 
the southside elevator Wednesday af- 
ternoon. The man who reported the 
incident to campus police claimed 
that he thought the other man was at- 
tempting to break into a car. Though 
officers on the scene noticed scrapes 
on the two men, neither wanted med- 


ical treatment at the scene nor did ei- 
ther press charges. 

“To me, it sounds like you have 
two people that realized it was a mis- 
understanding” Goodwin said. “They 
brushed themselves off and wanted to 
go their own ways. Between this and 
the other car getting vandalized, it 
seems the parking structure is becom- 
ing a nasty place.” 


Car burglar caught in act in Car- 
penter Center parking lot 

The owner of a vehicle parked in 
Lot 12 near the Carpenter Performing 
Arts Center discovered a man inside 
his car around 2 p.m. on Feb. 28. The 
vehicle’s owner confronted the suspect, 
described as a black male in blue jeans 
and wearing “tactical boots and an 
army backpack,” according to the re- 
port taken by campus police. 

The suspect told the vehicle’s owner 
that he was working for a repo com- 
pany, before fleeing the scene toward 
Atherton Street. By the time police 
arrived on the scene, the suspect was 
not able to be apprehended by campus 
police. 

“Obviously, that was a line he used to 
get away,’ Goodwin said. 

According to Goodwin, nothing was 
reported as stolen from the car after the 
suspect had been interrupted. 


Possible theft at USU Business Of- 
fice probably a miscalculation 

The UPD received a report from the 
University Student Union Business Of- 
fice that there was a $450 shortage in 
their count on the morning of Feb. 28. 
Campus police began a still ongoing 
investigation by first reviewing security 
camera footage at that time. ~ 

However, according to Martiz Ware, — 
the director of administrative services 
at the USU Business office, he said 
it was likely a simple mistake over a 
transfer of funds. Ware had reviewed 
the security footage and did not see a 
theft occur. 

“I'm almost 100 percent certain that 


’ this was a miscalculation over what was 


deposited? Ware said. 


THEFT 


continued from page | 


first discovered the missing marsupials, there were 
signs the display had been opened, though there 
was no damage done to the case itself and it was 
discovered locked. 

Stankowich said that he could not figure out 
who would want to take the specimens, as they had 
far more value as teaching tools. 

Stankovich also said that it would be difficult 
to make money off of stolen goods on the open 
market because the marsupial specimens originate 
from Australia and it is illegal to sell specimens of 
foreign species without a permit. There was also 
“little rhyme or reason” to what was removed from 
the case; according to Stankowich, as many of the 
most valuable specimens on display were left be- 
hind. 


“Opportunistic scum!” Jacob said. “I don’t think ~ 


they knew what they were doing because otherwise 
they would have taken the Tasmanian devil skull, 
which is stupid, but it’s true. They took a bunch of 
other [specimens] that are really not familiar to 
people around here except to us.” 

Jacob discovered the crime because, in addition 


Adam R. Thomas | Daily 49er 


This display case in the Hall of Science held the marsupial specimen in the week before the theft. 
It was found locked, though there were indications it had been opened to remove the marsupial. 


to her other duties, she was in charge of managing 
the display case. Jacob said that she remembered 
finding the display case locked, but that the items 
within it were often changing, so it was difficult to 


be certain if the case had been found unlocked. 
“The [items in the case] rotate constantly? Ja- 

cob said. “The cases are used for classes during the 

term. We put out things that are related to the next 


test. Some of these items are really cool, like a cat 
display we had with nice spotted pelts. That’s why it 
sounds very opportunistic, because we put stuff in 
there all the time and some of it is really cool, but 
they just showed up and grabbed some stuff that is 
not necessarily the coolest.” : 

According to Lt. Richard Goodwin of the Uni- 
versity Police Department, the high dollar amount 
of the stolen goods made the crime count as grand 
theft, and potentially a burglary, both felony 
counts. Goodwin also said that while an investi- 
gation is ongoing, he would not comment on its 
status. 

Though the opportunistic nature of the crime 
could indicate a student as a suspect, Stankowich 
was hesitant to point suspicion in that direction as 


“there are also workers and faculty with weekend 


access to the Hall of Science. At the end of the day, 
though, Stankowich did not care much about who 
may have taken the artifacts. 

“We want them back. Stankowich said. “If we 
got them back, no questions asked, we would be 
fine with that. At this point we think that’s highly 
unlikely, but [the specimens] are really more valu- 
able to us as a teaching tool and nothing else. We're 


"all just really disappointed, but hopeful that we'll 


be able to replace them. We're going to look ahead, 
and do our best to move on from here.” 


HEALTH 


No scrimmage over 


CSULB engages in 
national need for body 
positivity. 


By Ashley Park 
Contributing Writer 


In a society that’s aggressively im- 
age-driven and sexualized, it’s difficult 
to ignore society’s common projections 
of what is attractive and unattractive. 

With the pressure of wanting to be 
liked and accepted, individuals have 
become more concerned about their 
own physical attributes, resulting in a 
greater need for student health resourc- 
es nationwide to address the issue. 

“Youd be surprised at how many 
people go through these body image 
issues, said Sara Burchfiel, primary 
therapist at Shoreline Center for Eating 
Disorder Treatment in Long Beach. 

According to Eating Disorder Hope 
— an organization that offer informa- 
tion and resources to individuals with 
eating disorders, their families and 
treatment providers — 95 percent of 
schools report an increase in students 
using mental health services. 

“Let’s face it, most people are hung 
up on how they look,” said Angela Gi- 
rard, the director of The Body Positive 
@ The Beach. 

The Body Positive is a national or- 
ganization whose mission is to offer a 
variety of resources and programming 
to teach youth and adults to “value their 
health, unique beauty and identity.” 

Cal State Long Beach has recently 
joined the self-love movement with 
the addition of The Body Positive @ 
The Beach. According to the program’s 
website, The Body Positive consists of 8 
sessions that “teach[es] people how to 
overcome conflicts with their bodies so 
they can lead happier, more productive 
lives” 

The eight sessions will follow the Be 
Body Positive Model. 

According to 2014 study on the Be 
Body Positive Leadership Program 
conducted by researchers at Stanford 
‘University, 76 percent of participants 
said that the groups helped them ef- 
fectively deal with a problem related to 
body image, and/or eating and exercise, 
and 71 percent said they would recom- 
mend the program to a friend. 

“The program came about after I 
attended the annual American Col- 
lege Health Association conference in 
2015,” Girard said. “It was about dif- 
ferent body types and how students 
may feel about body issues. It made me 
think, “What are we doing?” 

Despite any personal issues that an 
individual may be going through, Gi- 


4 ARTS & LIFE 


rard wanted to create a space where 
students felt that there's always some- 


one willing to listen, support and help _ 


them through their toughest times. 

The Body Positive was officially 
launched on campus in 2016 mainly 
due to a donation by Craig Brown, the 
CEO of Center for Discovery, an eating 
disorder treatment center, and a gradu- 
ate of CSULB. The Body Positive quick- 
ly become a haven for students looking 
to learn more about themselves and 
others. 

According to Kristen Fabizewski, 
one of the CSULB Body Positive Fa- 
cilitators, the groups are limited to ten 
students in order to create intimacy 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 
other non-invasive readings. 

If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your time. 

You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 


Please call for details. 
Masimo Corporation 
52 Discovery Irvine, CA 
92618 949-297-7137 


and build a trust network. Since their 
launch, they've helped approximately 
35-40 students learn. about body posi- 
tivity and self-acceptance. 

“Students come in with many differ- 
ent types of body issues,” said Fabisze- 
wski. “Of course a lot of them have 
issues with body size — wanting to be 
smaller or bigger. We also have students 
who come in who are just absolutely 
obsessed with thigh gaps, students who 
hate their own voices, or even students 
who have issues with body hair. It’s not 
just one type.” 

According to Burchfiel these distort- 


ed body issues often go hand-in-hand 


with mental or self-esteem issues. 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stoter Bros, Shopping Center (Spring St.” 
& Palo Verde Ave.)*A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
{sph 4, cy! 3}. A valid current student 1D must be presented at the 
fime of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts of insurance. 
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body image 


Illustration by Miranda Andrade-Ceja 


Mental issues are still a topic that is 
sometimes taboo in our society today, 
despite the fact that approximately one 
in five adults in the U.S. — 18.5 percent 
or 43.8 million people — experiences 
mental illness in a given year, accord- 
ing to the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness. 

Sylvia Desantos, an architecture ma- 
jor at CSULB, is one of the many people 
who suffered from body issues. De- 
santos, who grew up with a sister who 
practiced ballet, constantly felt like she 
was being compared to her taller, thin- 
ner sibling. 

“I grew up thinking I was too fat, too 
short, too this, too that,’ said Desantos. 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSE 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


“T’ve gone days without eating to feel or 
look thin like [my sister]... It messed 
me up mentally, emotionally, physical- 
ly... Its stupid looking back at it, but I 
let my own issues affect my relationship 
with food, my family and friends.” 

Desantos, who found help through 
a personal therapist several years ago, 
feels like her body image issues are still 
an ongoing battle, but she’s not giving 
up. ‘ 

“T think it’s important for people to 
support each other,’ said Desantos. 
“The people closest to me helped me a 
lot, but it’s equally important to learn 
to love and help yourself... No one can 
help you if you don't want to be helped” 


Its not just school campuses and _ 


therapists who offer guidance and sup- 
port for those with body image issues. 
Jordan Daniels, a student at CSULB, 
launched his own project #ThisIsMe to 
elevate his idea of self-worth, self-love 
and overall human positivity. 

“I was always bigger, and I saw no- 
body was tackling body issues that 
men face,’ said Daniels. “So instead of 
waiting for someone to represent me, I 
thought “Why don't I do it myself?” 

The project, which is currently a pho- 
to series but will soon evolve into video 
compilations and a docuseries, revolves 
around the idea of taking membership 
of your body, accepting your physical 
appearance and that of others. 

Daniels says that for him and those 
involved with #ThisIsMe, finding com- 
passion in others while learning to em- 
pathize with those on a similar self-love 
journey is one of the greatest gifts to 
help them endure their battle. 

“This is a journey that I will nev- 
er end,” said Daniels. “I can now look 
at myself in the mirror and say, ‘I love 
you.” 

Burchfiel says it can be hard to begin 
taking steps toward self-love, but that 
it’s important to try to do so. 

“Its extremely complicated, but 
there’s so much shame that comes with 
disordered eating or any sort of distort- 
ed body images,” said Burchfiel. “That’s 
why it’s so difficult for people to step up 
and say, ‘Hey, I'm not happy. I’m having 
a hard time. I can't do this alone, and 
I want some help. Society and media 
taught us that it’s okay to make fun of 
these people. It’s not” 

With the intimacy that The Body 
Positive promotes, and the open com- 
munity of #ThisIsMe, there are oppor- 
tunities for even the shyest students to 
take control of any personal issues they 
would like to tackle. 

“That's why there’s so much love and 
strength in healing and going into a 
community of like-minded people... 
I'm truly loving this movement of con- 
fidence and acceptance” 


Divine Providence. 
Too big to fail. 
Make women 
wellness start- 
up billionaires. 
310/521-9961 
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Jada’s got your ‘back’ pack 


CSULB student wastes 
no time giving back. 


By Jason Enns 
Arts & Life Editor 


Ambition isn’t just an after school 
program that Jada Augustine volun- 
teers for, it is an idea that sums up her 
very being. 

The senior speech pathology student 
at Cal State Long Beach is a first genera- 
tion Belizean-American and first in her 
family to attend a four-year university. 
She is scheduled to graduate in the fall, 
but isn’t waiting for that to accomplish 
her goals. 

In January, Augustine received 
501(c)3 status for her organization Ja- 
da’s Got Your Backpack, making it a 
recognized non-profit. Jada’s Got Your 
Backpack collects donations to buy 
and collect backpacks that are shipped 
to Belize, where she then goes to pass 
them out to children. 

“T started it because I went to Belize 
and I saw the need for kids to receive 
backpacks,” Augustine said. “A lot of 
kids had [tote] bags and I was like, 
‘Why do they have to use that?’ They 
should be able to get a nice backpack to 
go to school and be confident.” 

Augustine didn’t want to waste any 
time getting the program started. She 
said that while in Belize, she saw a older 
women with a barrel of backpacks, es- 
sentially doing doing what she wanted 
to do. Augustine’s aunt said that maybe 
it could be something to do when she 
graduated — but that didn't sit well. 

“Why do I have to wait until I grad- 
uate?” she said. “Why can't I do it now? 
I think college is the best time to hustle, 
because you know a lot of people here 
and it’s a bigger vicinity.” 

She will return to Belize in August. 
It will be her first giveaway event since 
Jada’s Got Your Backpack received 
non-profit status, allowing donors to 
receive a tax write-off for helping her 
organization. 
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The Daily 49er is looking for a 


web designer. 


Lindsey Maeda | Daily 49er 


Jada Augustine poses with her own backpack in front of the McIntosh Humanities Building. Augustine runs a non-profit where she makes backpacks for 


children in need. 


“The first time I did it [in 2016] I 
didn’t have a team, it was just myself 
and I had 120 backpacks, she said. 
“This year I’m going with a team, and I 
have 230 backpacks. It [basically] dou- 


-bled in a year, so it’s really good” 


Right now she just uses word-of- 
mouth and social media to spread 
awareness for her work and gather do- 
nations, but the organization continues 
to grow. This is not the first time she 
overcame the odds. 

When she first started at CSULB 
she was in the Educational Opportu- 
nity Program for first-generation stu- 
dents. The EOP 100 Orientation course 
just focuses on math and English, but 
four weeks of math was a worry that 
weighed on her. She was able to get 


Contact us at 
eicd49er@gmail.com 


into CSULB despite failing all her high 
school math classes. 

“I was studying hard, hard, hard 
- like I never study that hard - and I 
still was failing, and that’s when I knew 
something was wrong,’ Augustine said. 

She discovered she had Dyscalculia, 
a brain condition that makes it hard to 
make sense of numbers and math con- 
cepts. 

She was able to work her way into a 
speech pathology program. 

“Its really rigorous, it’s a really, re- 
ally, hard program but I love most of 
my professors, Augustine said. “There's 
no numbers. There’s headaches, but no 
numbers.” 

Eventually, she would like to get a 
graduate’s degree. and be the head of 


May Intersession 


Three-Week Session 
May 22-June 9 (SSI) 


www.ccpe.csulb.edu/intersession 


a special education department. Still, 
she's not wasting any time getting expe- 
rience in the field. 

Augustine currently works as a spe- 
cial education aide in the Long Beach 
Unified School District and Hunting- 
ton Beach Unified School District and 
is already getting ideas on how to im- 
prove the programs. 

“Currently, there’s a lot of parents 
that are not educated on the services 
that are out there for them, so they feel 
hopeless or they feel tired,” she said. 

She also has committed to be a men- 
tor for Ambition, a program to inspire 
inner-city high school students, started 
by Nancy Gale. 

“[Gale] wants to bring out this am- 
bitious side to them,” Augustine said. 
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“So she wants them to say, ‘Come on. 
You this nice car? You want this nice 
house? Work for it, you can get it. You 
don't have to envy people... You can be 
that person.” 

It's a message that Augustine tries to 
personify in her day to day life, all the 
while managing Jada’s Got Your Back- 
pack. 

“The non-profit doesn’t put any 
money in my pocket, but it satisfies me 
... Not a lot of people who are 21 can 
say they gave 120 backpacks to kids 
in a third world country and then this 
year 230, and that’s 350 in two years,’ 
she said. “You always see, ‘Graduation 
starts today, but giving back starts ev- 
eryday, anyday, so I think that's really 
really important.” 


Summer Sessions 
Two 6-Week Sessions 
May 30-July 7 (S1S) 

July 10-August 18 (S3S) 


One 12-Week Session 
May 22-August 18 (SSD) 


www.ccpe.csulb.edu/summer 


More than 75 Online Summer Classes 


Registration Begins March 6 
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COLLEGE OF CONTINUING AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 
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ACADEMIC LIFE 


From the midwest to midterms at The Beach 


Student explains the 
pros and cons of taking 
classes through Open 
University. 


By Kolton DeBerg 
Contributing Writer 


After high school I was eager to 
leave my hometown in Springfield, 
Minnesota, and head 90 miles away 
to college at South Dakota State Uni- 
versity with my friends. 

Once I began attending, though, 
my academics were consumed by 
week night parties; I was sneaking 
into bars and skipping early morning 
sessions. I wasn't failing or dropping 
classes, but was too comfortable get- 
ting by with poor grades. 

It was hard to focus because it 
seemed like half of my hometown 
went to South Dakota State, so it was 
too easy to get wrapped up in par- 
ties. I started to actually care about 
school my junior year, and was able 
to work to B average grades. Still, I 
realized that in order to fix my ac- 
ademic life, I would need a major 
change of setting. 

Growing up in small town Minne- 
sota always made me curious about 
the West Coast. In my hometown, 
the population is 98 percent white 
and most of the residents are very 
conservative. I got burnt out on 
hanging out with the same people 
everyday, hearing the same stories 
and ideas and being surrounded by 
cornfields. 

I was more than eager to get away 
from the Midwest and to move to 
a place with more diversity. In the 
summer of 2015, I packed my bags, 
rented a U-Haul trailer and moved 
to Long Beach without knowing a 
single soul. 

Despite being accepted to Cal State 
Fullerton, I chose to stay in. Long 
Beach because the city had a relax- 
ing vibe but wasn’t dull compared to 
Fullerton. Long Beach has a unique 
community atmosphere; residents 
enjoy their solitude but still consider 
their neighbors when necessary. 

Open University provided me 


Undergraduate Tuition and Fees Comparison Chart 


PART TIME 


0 -6 units 


with a second chance, having taken a 
semester off of school in anticipation 
of being enrolled for spring semester, 
but coming up short. I had nowhere 
else to go, and had already started a 
new life in Long Beach. 

With such an impacted campus, 
many students gravitate toward the 
Open University program at the Col- 
lege of Continuing and Professional 
Education. The program allows stu- 
dents to take university courses even 
when they are not enrolled in the 
school, which benefits people such 
as myself. 

Being able to take units as an 
outsider since I am waiting to get 
accepted to CSULB, being able to 
advance my education as an outsider 
is extremely helpful. This motivates 
me to get better grades so I have a 


better chance at getting into this 


FULL TIME 
7-12 units 
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Open University helps 
me stay active in my 
studies because I don’t 


have to wait around to be 
accepted into CSULB. 


99 


crowded campus. 

However, a setback of being in the 
Open University system is that stu- 
dents can only take 24 units total and 
unit prices are more expensive. 

Courses start at $299 a unit. 
CSULB’s Open University pro- 
gram offers a cheaper fee per unit 


OPEN UNIVERSITY 


up to 24 units max total* 


Source from www.csulb.com 
Infographic by Stephanie Hak 


compared to Cal State Los Angeles 
($320/unit), Fullerton ($366/unit) 
and Northridge ($350/unit). 

Students aren't allowed to use fi- 
nancial aid offered by the state, even 
though 73 percent of Cal State Long 
Beach students use some sort of fi- 
nancial aid. Students may use out- 
side scholarships to help pay for the 
fees. : 

These fees do not cover access to 
the Student Health Center, nor the 
Recreation center on campus, which 
is another drawback | because I have 
to pay out of pocket for. these re- 
sources that students receive by pay- 
ing for their enrollment fees. 

Because I am only taking a cou- 
ple classes this semester, I work at a 
restaurant part-time to help pay for 
bills and save money as well as re- 
ceive aid from my parents. 


Many of my friends in Long Beach 


“would like to attend school but 


struggle since they have to work to 
make a living. 


According to CCPE Program Di- - 


rector, Dustin Musick, close to 2,000 
people attend Open University each 
year. With the largest population be- 
ing disqualified students or students 
who are trying to improve their 
grades. 
Since many major classes have 
limited space, signing up for class- 


"es has always been a headache. The 


details involving finding classes are 
made more complicated by the fact 
that the major courses are often 
filled early. I am competing with 
people who are enrolled and have 
top priority, on top of other enrolled 
students who try to crash classes. 

Open University helps me stay 
active in my studies because I don't 
have to wait around to be accepted 
into CSULB. 

The program allows me to be sur- 
rounded by a diverse variety of stu- 
dents and professors, which helps me 
make friends on campus and gives 
me a sense of community. ; 

It also gets my foot in the door to 
try and work with the campus radio 
since I’m trying to go for broadcast 
journalism. Compared to life in a 
small town, the diversity on campus 
offers much more comfort — I know 
that there are a wide variety of per- 
spectives to help motivate and edu- 
cate me while I am in Long Beach. 

Units are transferable, but students 
cannot graduate through the pro- 
gram. If you want to graduate from 
CSULB you have to get accepted into 
the school first. Although this expe- 
rience has provided some inconve- 
nience for me with the challenges I 
face trying to get into CSULB, I am 
fortunate for the opportunity to take 
classes at the school while I am able 
to live in Long Beach: 

Even with cost being higher than 
my peers, I.am glad I don’t have to 
wait around to take units in a major 
I am trying to pursue. I am going 
to continue to take classes through 
CSULB until I get accepted into the 
program or I use up my 24 credits. 
If I don’t get accepted I may need to 
start looking into other schools. 
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‘Senior Julie Gerard returns as her senior doubles partner Maeva Razakasoa looks on Tuesday at the Rhodes Tennis Center. Long Beach State 


won the match, 6-1. 


WOMEN’S TENNIS 


Long Beach State 49ers go to 
three sets in four matches on 
Tuesday afternoon. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


Senior Maeva Razakasoa proved why she is a 
leader for the Long Beach State women’s tennis 
team in LBSU’s match against Georgetown (6-2) 
Tuesday. 

Tension built throughout the match as the 
Hoyas continued to argue out calls and show 
visible frustration, but Razakasoa made quick 
work of Georgetown’s senior Victoire Saperstein 
6-3, 6-0. 

The match followed suit as the 49ers (7-2) 
won 6-1, but Razakasoa made it a point to say 
that. the result showed why the Hoyas’ anger 
peaked. 


“Tt was a tough match for us,” she said. “We 
won 6-1, but it was harder than that and when 
I was done with my match I looked at the score 
and I was like, ‘Come on, guys.” 

Georgetown’s frustration showed the most 
on court No. 4 in the match between LBSU’s 
freshman Maren Helgo and the Hoyas’ junior 
Sara Swift. Swift showed visible frustration on 
out calls and it was exposed when she threw her 
racket down multiple times. 

“It was good to win against them) Razakasoa 
said. “Even though they thought we were mak- 
ing [wrong] calls.” 

When faced with adversity, Razakasoa men- 
tions how LBSU coach Jenny Hilt-Costello has 
told the team to just play its own game. 

“She tells us to stay focused,’ the senior said. 
“And don't try to [play] like the [others].” 

LBSU will be back in action Friday when 
it travels to Cal State Fullerton and will host 
University of San Diego Saturday at 11 a.m. to 
round out the weekend. 


LBSU handles the Hoyas 


MAEVA RAZAKASOA 


SENIOR 
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MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


Sato earns 


MPSF player 


of the week 
award 


After consecutive 
double-digit dig 
finishes, senior libero 
tops LBSU program 
record. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


As a senior, libero Andrew Sato 
makes it clear that he has his eyes set 
on one thing — a championship. 

But before he gets there, Sato’s on- 
court presence will continue to build 
a lasting impression on the men's 
volleyball program. 

After a 20-dig week in wins 
against No. 6 UC Irvine and UC San 
Diego, Sato took over as the career 
dig leader in LBSU history, with a 
total of 893. 

Sato started the year at No. 7 
on the all-time career digs list and 
passed Zack Small, who set the re- 
cord in 1993, on Friday. 

The senior will now spend the last 


- month of the season adding to his 


total. 

Along with setting the digs record, 
Sato was also named the Mountain 
Pacific Sports Federation/Molten 
Player of the Week on Monday. 

It was the first time Sato has 
earned the honor and he is the first 
libero to receive the weekly award 
since Hawai’i’s Kolby Kanetake was 
named in 2015. 

During the 49ers’ two victories, 
Sato averaged 2.86 digs per set. The 
libero is also LBSU’s leader in career 
matches, with more than 10 digs ac- 
complishing the feat 49 times. 

Sato moved from No. 3 to pass 
Mark Kerins and Dustin Watten. 

The libero will look to add to his 
totals when the team hosts George 
Mason Friday. 


Follow ©@49ERSPORTS 


- for live tweeting of 
LBSU games. 
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Senior Kobi Pekich digs out a ball during her double match against Stetson. Pekich and her teammate Sasha Karlov won their match 21-9 and 21-9 Tuesday at LBSU Sand Courts. 


BEACH VOLLEYBALL 


Beach continues to make waves 


Long Beach State 
remains unbeaten after 
wins against Cal State 


Los Angeles and No. 9 
Stetson. : 


By Luke Ramiez 
Assistant Sports Editor 


With the 2017 season underway, Long 


Beach State beach volleyball stayed un- : 


defeated after two wins against Cal State 
L.A. and Stetson University on Tuesday. 

No. 6 LBSU beat CSULA 5-0 in 
straight sets, then took care of No. 9 
Stetson 4-1. The 49ers’ No. 1 team, se- 
nior Nele Barber and junior Rachel Ni- 
eto, bested Stetson’s 21-9 and 21-19 to 
seal the match. 

“Stetson was our first real challenge 
this season,” head coach Mike Campbell 
said. “It was great to see our kids battle 
and it’s nice to get out to a 4-0 start this 
year.” 

The 49ers jumped to a nice lead after 
the No. 2 and No. 4 team beat Stetson 
is straight sets. Senior Kobi Pekich and 
junior Sasha Karelov made up the No. 2 
team and beat Stetson 21-13 and 21-17. 
Pekich had six aces in the game while 
Kareloy lead the way with a .500 hitting 
percentage. 

“The [No.2] really did an amazing job 
today,’ Campbell said. 

In flight four, junior Anete Brinke 
and freshman Hailey Harward won 
their game 21-19 and 21-14. Brinke 
had five blocks and was an imposing 
presence at the net against the Hatters. 
Harward hit .558 with 19 kills, several 
of which reminded fans of the electric 
kills she made regularly during indoor 
season in the fall. 

With an early 2-0 game lead in the 


match, Barber and Nieto were prepared 
to end it right away. 

“The goal is always to win our game,” 
Barber said. “We were able to come out 
strong after our [No. 2] and [No. 4] set 
us up and we both felt pretty relaxed.” 

LBSU won set one easily with the 
score 21-9, Barber had three key blocks 
that kept the momentum with the home 
side. 

“Rachel had some great [sets] and I 
was able to get a few blocks,” said Bar- 
ber. “That really helped intimidate the 
other team.” 

The second set proved to be much 
closer than the first as Stetson battled 
and kept the lead going back-and-forth 
between the two teams. Graduate stu- 
dent Maggie Skjelbred and freshman 
Sunniva Helland-Hansen could not 
force the match to a third set as LBSU 
won 21-19. 


The 49ers’ No. 1 team sealed the 


match thanks in part to Nieto hitting 
.700 in the two sets. 

“I always want to hit [100 percent],” 
Nieto said. “Today was pretty good and 
I'm happy, but there are some things that 
I need to work on” 

The No. 1 team was 2-0 on the day 
and will look to be the anchor of this 
talented LBSU squad ranked top 10 in 
the country. 

“Nele is the ultimate athlete,” Nieto 
said. “The two of us together, with her 
killing it on offense and good defense 
from me, we have a really good balance.” 

LBSU will look to continue its strong 
performance when they play No. 2 Flor- 
ida State, No. 7 Georgia State and No. 10 
Louisiana State at the UCLA Invitation- 
al in Manhattan Beach March 11-12. 

“All of our pairs have a chance to win, 
which is huge,’ Campbell said. 

LBSU is at home again March 14 
against TCU at the sand courts next to 
the track. 


Junior Sasha Karelov goes up for a spike during the Long Beach State beach volleyball match against No. 9 
Stetson University Tuesday. 


